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instead of a nation which had done something perhaps in reality
8 to keep the world safe for democracy/ "
Oliver was less than fair to America, as the event was to show;
but what must have more interested Carson was the doubt as to
whether the Prime Minister were merely fooling about conscrip-
tion in Ireland.
Nor were these doubts removed on closer acquaintance*
On the 5th April, 1918, as we gather from Lady Carson's
Diary, " Edward dined with Bonar Law and Lloyd George and
they talked about Ireland. The Convention is finished and noth-
ing agreed, and LI. G. is now going to try his hand at settling
things... . General Gough has been sent home, but I think they
are rather having a down on him because Lloyd George doesn't
know how else to cover up his fatal mistake of insisting on send-
ing divisions from France to other fronts when the reason we
have been pushed back at all is because we had too few men on
the Western Front who are now being brought back as fast as
possible."
Mr. Lloyd George and Bonar Law must have pressed upon
Carson their double policy of Home Rule and conscription for
Ireland. How Carson received their proposals may be gathered
from the following letter which he wrote to Bonar Law on the
8th April, 1918:
441 have been thinking very anxiously about our conversation
on Friday evening and I feel a very definite conviction that the
Government will make a great mistake if they mix up the ques-
tion of conscription with the introduction of Home Rule.
"Apart from the fact that no Home Rule Act ever con-
templated leaving such a question to a local Parliament, it seems
clear to me that if conscription is made to depend on Home Rule
it is a direct invitation to the Nationalist Party to make their
demands so extreme that they cannot be entertained. In this
way conscription could be entirely defeated. But I think you as
leader of the Unionist Party are placing yourself and the whole
party in a very dangerous position by consenting to an announce-
ment that you will bring in a Home Rule Bill which is apparently
to be passed whether there is consent or not. A Liberal Govern*-
ment might do this and you might merely protest but for our
party to do it would I think be disastrous.
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